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Abstract: 

Females are always expressing their feelings and emotions. Although from very early ages females are caged by 

societal norms, patriarchy's point of view, in the name of honor, etc. But they are letting their emotions and feelings 

flow through writing in the forms of poems, fiction, novels, songs, etc. Over the years, women’s perceptions and 

views on writing have changed. Their writing style also changed. All across the world, female writer expressed 

their emotions and culture through writing. 

 From pre-independence, we can see female writers’ work, characters, culture, and thought processes; we can also 

see the post-independence female writers’ work. Over time, their writing style and pattern have also changed. This 

study will help to understand women's real perceptions of their feelings through their own writings. Throughout 

the period, women writers have addressed gender discrimination, romanticism, the Gothic, detective fiction, 

horror, mystery, etc. Nowadays, women writers are also writing about globalization, modern lifestyle, independent 

characters, etc. This study will help explore new concepts, mystery, thriller, suspense, and financial stability, as 

well as economic knowledge among all women. Women writers are also dominating the publishing platform. Not 

only are female writers writing about feminism, but they are also talking about realistic social issues and raising 

awareness.  

This study will help us understand how the writing concepts, lifestyle, themes, plot, and characters change 

throughout the period. From the early ages to the twenty-first century, we can see clear divisions and differences 

in culture, points of view, societal taboos, stereotypes, gender roles, etc. This study will show how female writers 

engage with domestic and global issues, eco-feminism, and other serious concerns. This study will show how 

women's writing is prominently contested by patriarchal writing and ideas worldwide. 

Keywords: - Gender discrimination; social taboos; economic knowledge; new characters; financial theme; 

revolution; twenty-first century. 

Introduction 

 The transformation of female writers from post-independence to the present day is commendable. Earlier, they 

wrote about marginalized themes, plots, characters, etc., but in the modern era, women writers address many social 

issues, raise awareness, and explore modern lifestyles. Earlier, in the 1950s and 1960s, the era focused on 

establishing women's rights. After independence, the feminist movement rose in the 1970s and 1980s. This 

movement had a profound influence on Indian women writers. As we can see, at that time many female writers 

like Mahasweta Devi, Kamala Das, Ismat Chughtai, Bama, Anita Desai, etc. wrote about gender discrimination, 
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women’s unstable economy, identity crisis, domestic patriarchy, dowry violence, etc. But in the 1990s, 

globalization, diasporic movements, and liberalization emerged, completely changing the writing patterns, plots, 

and characters as well. We can see the huge difference from the 1950s to now. Progressively, perceptively, 

culturally, we can track the transformation. In the era of globalization and capitalism, we see female writers such 

as Jhumpa Lahiri and Arundhati Roy. In the twenty-first century, female writers are diversifying their plots, 

themes, and critical analyses of gender, sexuality, environment, social issues and awareness, and digital life 

through plural narratives. ,Nowadays, female writers are much more vocal about political exploitation and social 

justice than before. This is because digital literature is expanding and being shared much faster. All these factors 

have a significant impact on Indian female writers, from the 2000s female literary shift to hybrid genres, inclusive 

narratives, Dalit feminism, digital literature, and tribal women’s narratives. In India, writing is one of the powerful 

symbols of position. So, the evolution of women’s writing is one of the mirrors of women’s condition in a 

patriarchal society. Post-independence women’s writing has a huge impact on society among all women. All the 

modern female writers, such as Avni Doshi, Sujata Massey, Temsula Ao, and Tishani Doshi, have strong, 

intersectional, and diverse voices in literature. Every novel, story, character, plot, and theme somehow inspires 

every woman out there, all over the World, not only in India. Many works of that period followed the female 

voice. At that time, female writers were like Ismat Chughtai, Kamala Markandaya, etc. They were writing about 

marginalized concepts, gender exploitation, and domestic violence. Themes female writers represented were 

marriage, social issues, gender awareness, etc. It has shown in their every works like, ‘Lihaaf’, Kallu’, Gainda’, 

‘Kafir’, ‘Two Virgins’, ‘Possession’, ‘The Nowhere Man’, ‘Rudali’, ‘Mother of 1084’, ‘Cry, the Peacock’, ‘Voices 

in the City’, ‘Summer in Calcutta’, ‘Alphabet of Lust’, ‘Karukku’, Sangati’, ‘If I Die Today’, ‘Moving On’, ‘The 

God of Small Things’, ‘Broken Republic’, ‘Mistress’, ‘The Better Man’, ‘When Dreams Travel’, ‘The Thousand 

Faces of Night’, ‘The Namesake’, ‘Interpreter of Maladies’, ‘The Mistress of Spices’, Queen of Dreams’, ‘Prelude 

to a Riot’, ‘The Comeback’, ‘The Prisons We Broke’, ‘Aaydan’, ‘Motherland and Other Stories’, etc. Every work 

is a significant milestone of women’s literature. All the works’ story, theme, symbolism, and narratives are 

commendable. This historical transformation in women writers’ background is remarkable for the Indian literary 

shift. 

Literature Review: - 

1. Indian Women Writing in English: A Feminist Study by Sunita Sinha. 22nd July 2018. Atlantic publishers 

and distributers. 

This study focuses on Indian women writers in English—the transformation of female representation from post-

independence to the present day. 

2 Contemporary Indian Women Writers in English: Critical Perspectives. Edited by Nizara Hazarika, K.M. 

Johnson and Gunjana Dey. 2015. 

This study focuses on women’s writing and their diverse works that reflect their contemporary experiences. 

3. Women and Literature in India: A Critical Perspective. Edited by Animesh Roy, Srija Sanyal. 

This study focuses on women's writing, grounded in a historical trajectory of writing. It discusses women’s 

resistance and intersectional realities over the period. 

4.‘Contribution of women writers of Indian writing in English since the post-independence Era’. Published 

in ‘Think India Journal’. 

This study focuses on the contribution of women writers in English. Their writing has a great impact on literary 

culture in India, both thematically and in literary terms. 

5.’The Feminist Movement in Indian Literature: A Critical Analysis of Women’s Contribution’. By Dr. Amol 

Uttamrao Patil, 2025. January- March. 

This research examines how women writers such as Kamala Das, Ismat Chughtai, and others explore feminist 

perspectives and socio-cultural contexts in India. 
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6.‘Women Writers in India: Tracing Feminism’ (Psychology & Education Journal). By Ms. Bharti, Dr. Shriya 

Goyal, 2021. ‘Psychology & Education Journal’. 

This study focuses on feminist concerns, ranging from domestic narratives to socio-political critique. It shows the 

phase-wise literary shift in women’s writing. 

7. ‘Patriarchy’ by V. Geetha. Published in ‘Stree’, 2007. 

This book discusses patriarchy in India from a female perspective. This book also talked about theorizing 

feminism. 

8.‘A Genre of Her Own’: Life Narratives and Feminist Literary Beginnings in Modern India. By Gayathri 

Prabhu, 2025. 

It is a monograph. It explores women’s forms of writing historically. This study also understands the value of 

women’s long-term writing literary evolution in India. 

Objective: - 

1. To analyze the themes, characters, and plot transformations throughout the periods. 

2. To analyze the marginalized writing in the transformation of globalization and liberalization. 

3. To examine the women’s condition and challenges faced in a patriarchy-dominated country. 

4. To examine the post-independence women’s writing with contemporary women's writing. 

5. To understand the impact of women’s writing on society throughout the period. 

6. To analyze gender equality consciousness among all females throughout the period. 

 

Methodology: - 

This study adopts a qualitative research design focusing on a close reading and critical analysis of Mahasweta 

Devi’s ‘Seagull’, ‘Ismat Chughtai’s ‘The Quilt’, Githa Hariharan’s ‘The Thousand Faces of Night’, and Anita 

Desai’s ‘Clear Light of Day ’, the primary texts. The research is informed by the theoretical frameworks of 

women’s suffering, which are employed to examine the complex relationship between patriarchal society and the 

women writers as depicted in all the novels. Through textual analysis, the study engages in a detailed examination 

of all novels’ literary elements, including character development, thematic constructs, and symbolic 

representation, particularly those relating to women’s ethics, female writers’ knowledge and spiritual worldviews 

from the women’s perspective. In addition, the study incorporates historical and cultural analysis to understand 

the socio- economic realities of the women writers’ region and its Indian communities. Secondary data sources, 

including scholarly articles, literature reviews, critical essays, and credible internet-based resources, are consulted 

to support the primary analysis. 

Significance of the study: - 

After completing the paper, we will get some significant points. We will get the highly influential, knowledgeable, 

and contemporary female writer’s approach. This study shows women’s divinity and sacredness through this 

transformation. We will gather the female writer’s beliefs, knowledge, and perspective. By examining the 

historical evolution of women writers, this paper aims to raise readers' awareness. 

Findings: - 

1. From the silent to self-representation. Initially, the females were silent in their homes. They were abused 

physically, verbally, financially, and mentally. 
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2. Open about their feelings and sufferings. After the first era, women are more open about their feelings, 

struggles, and the challenges they face in a patriarchal society. 

3. Feminist Movement. After the second era, the feminist movement happened. Women’s point of view on 

life has completely changed. Their writing pattern, theme, plot, and characters all changed. Women are 

talking and writing about gender equality, sexuality, and self-awareness. In that era, women raised their 

voices against patriarchy and tried to compete with patriarchy based on gender equality. 

4. Globalization, Capitalism and Social Activism: After that third era, Globalization and Capitalism 

happened. Women are more vocal about socio-political conditions, social awareness, and economic 

awareness due to workforce balance. 

5. Modern Contemporary to Digital Era: After the fourth era, the contemporary era happened; women are 

more vocal about their desires, needs, sexuality, equality, politics, and socioeconomic awareness. And in 

this digital era,, women are getting platforms, recognition, and digital access, which give them a powerful 

opportunity for narration and storytelling. It shows their work-life balance. 

Critical Analysis: - 

Women writers are playing a very significant role in the literary shift. From early postcolonial issues to 

contemporary global feminist issues, they have expanded their knowledge and challenged patriarchal ideas. 

Women writers have explored challenges, suffering, emotions, anxiety, limitations, boundaries, and more through 

their writing over time. 

1.  Post-Independence Era (1947- 1960): - 

This period followed the independence period. Women writers were fighting to establish their voice. At that time, 

female writers were like Ismat Chughtai, Kamala Markandaya, etc. They were writing about marginalized 

concepts, gender exploitation, and domestic violence. Themes represented by female writers included marriage, 

education, patriarchy, and early feminist consciousness. All these works reflect the social conditions of that time. 

Ismat Chughtai’s works are ‘Lihaaf’, Kallu’, Gainda’, ‘Kafir’, etc. Kamala Markandaya’s works are ‘Two 

Virgins’, ‘Possession’, ‘The Nowhere Man’, etc. 

2.  1970- 1980s: - 

This period followed a decisive turning point for Indian literature. At that time, the feminist movement, socio-

economic changes, and an emergency happened. At that time, female writers included Mahasweta Devi, Anita 

Desai, Kamala Das, Bama, and Shashi Deshpande. They were writing about gender discrimination and gender 

inequality. In their writing, we could see women’s psychological depth, women’s anxiety, emotionally complex 

issues, etc. In some works, we can hear Dalit female writers’ voices. So many female wri ters experimented with 

many social issues that were against women. Mahasweta Devi’s works are ‘Rudali’, ‘Mother of 1084’, etc. Anita 

Desai’s works are ‘Cry, the Peacock’, ‘Voices in the City’, etc. Kamala Das’s works are ‘Summer in Calcutta’, 

‘Alphabet of Lust’, etc. Bama’s works are ‘Karukku’, ‘Sangati’, etc. Shashi Deshpande’s works are ‘If I Die 

Today’, ‘Moving On’, etc. 

3.  Liberalization, Identity Crisis, New Narratives (1990- 2000)  

This period followed an economic liberalization and cultural flux. In global markets, women writers’ participation 

and workforce participation are also high. At that time, female writers were like Arundhati Roy, Anita Nair, Githa 

Hariharan, etc. They were writing about migration, global capitalism, loneliness, and desires. They also wrote 

about self-fashioning and individual freedom. Arundhati Roy’s work is ‘The God of Small Things’, ‘Broken 

Republic’, etc. Anita Nair’s work is ‘Mistress’, ‘The Better Man’, etc. Githa Hariharan’s work is ‘When Dreams 

Travel’, ‘The Thousand Faces of Night’, etc. 
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4.  Pluralism, Modern Feminism (2000- 2015)  

This period followed contemporary diversity in literary genres. At that time,, female writers included Jhumpa 

Lahiri, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, Annie Zaidi, etc. They wrote about caste, sexuality, gender, religion, tribe, 

Dalit feminism, nationalism, etc. Many things are highlighted by their works. Jhumpa Lahiri’s works are ‘The 

Namesake’, ‘Interpreter of Maladies’, etc. Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s works are ‘The Mistress of Spices’, 

Queen of Dreams’, etc. Annie Zaidi’s work is ‘Prelude to a Riot’, ‘The Comeback’, etc. 

5.  Digital Feminism, Intersectionality, North Eastern background (2015- Present)  

This period followed the linguistic politics genre. At that time, female writers included Baby Kamble, Urmila 

Pawar, etc. They openly talked about caste and gender violence, state power, rape culture, and LGBTQ+ issues. 

They also discussed environmental injustice and unapologetically political issues. This period also follows social 

media hype, such as blogs, Instagram poetry, self-publishing, etc. These things inspire other women also. Baby 

Kamble’s work is ‘Jina Amucha’, ‘The Prisons We Broke’, etc. Urmila Pawar’s work is ‘Aaydan’, ‘Motherland 

and Other Stories’, etc. 

6. North-East Women Writers’ Historical Background: - 

Initially, North East women writers were isolated by their regional language and culture. They didn’t have any 

writing scripts for their story. They are very famous for their folklore, oral tradition, and narrations. After that, an 

insurgency and political disturbances occurred in many northeast states. It has showcased the works of women 

writers Indira Goswami, Temsula Ao, and Easterine Kire. After that, the Feminist movement entered the era of 

indigenous women's writing. Now we can see the English-language publication of indigenous writing and 

languages. After that, hybrid writing is also common in North East literature. Major northeast  women writers 

include ‘Anjum Hasan’, ‘Easterine Kire’, ‘Janice Pariat’, ‘Monalisa Changkija’, ‘Rita Chowdhury’, etc. 

This evolution of women writers is actually from traditional ethnic to modernity and collective identities. Today’s 

women writers reflect today’s thought. Contemporary women writers are representing powerful intellectual, 

cultural, and aspirational dimensions, the nation's socio-political condition, its fractures, and the struggle against 

gender discrimination. North East women writers also occupy a special space in Indian literature. Their indigenous 

beliefs, deep folklore narratives about women’s struggles, women’s daily lives, household chores, etc., make 

Northeast women more authentic and ethnic in women’s literature. 

The evolution of Women writers in India reflects broader social, cultural, and political transformations since 

independence in 1947. Women’s writing has moved from expressing domestic concerns and social constraints to 

exploring complex themes such as identity, gender equality, globalization, sexuality, and personal freedom. This 

transformation demonstrates how female authors have increasingly challenged traditional norms and established 

their own literary voices. The journey from post-independence literature to contemporary writing highlights the 

growing empowerment and visibility of women in Indian literature. In the decades following independence, 

women writers focused primarily on social realities, family structures, and the struggles of women within a 

patriarchal society. Many authors used literature as a tool to expose gender discrimination and advocate for 

women’s rights. 

Key Focus on Women Writers’ Writing: - 

1. Focus on family and marriage. 

2. Representation of women’s suffering and sacrifices. 

3. Critique of patriarchal traditions. 

4. Exploration of social reform and education. 

5. Realistic portrayal of middle-class and rural life. 
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6. Women’s writers often presented female characters as victims of societal expectations, yet they also 

highlighted their resilience and determination. 

Emerging Themes: - 

Female identity and selfhood, psychological conflicts, career aspirations and independence, resistance to social 

oppression, gender equality and empowerment. 

The 21st century has witnessed remarkable diversification in women’s writing. Contemporary women authors 

engage with global issues while remaining connected to local realities. Their works address topics that were once 

considered taboo, including sexuality, mental health, body politics, migration, and intersectional identities. This 

period marked a shift from portraying women merely as social subjects to presenting them as active agents shaping 

their own destinies. Modern women writers often challenge stereotypes and redefine traditional concepts of 

womanhood. Their works reflect confidence, independence, and intellectual freedom. 

Comparative Study of Women from Post-Independence Writers to 21st-century Writers: 

Women writers are focused on identity, freedom, and global issues, from women often portrayed as oppressed to 

women portrayed as empowered and self-determining, from realistic and reform-oriented narratives to diverse 

and experimental and intersectional narratives, from concerned with social acceptance to concerned with 

individual choice and agency, from limited discussion of sexuality to open exploration of gender and sexuality. 

A comparison between Anita Desai and Arundhati Roy illustrates the transformation of women’s writing. Desai’s 

novels focus on psychological isolation and the struggles of women within traditional social structures. Her 

characters often seek emotional fulfillment while confronting societal limitations. 

On the other hand, Arundhati Roy’s writing combines personal narratives with political and social critique. She 

addressed issues such as power, inequality, environmental concerns, and human rights while presenting strong, 

multidimensional female characters. This shift demonstrates how women writers have expanded their literary 

concerns from personal and domestic spaces to national and global issues. 

The transformation of women writers from post-independence India to the 21st century reflects significant changes 

in society and literary culture. Early women writers challenged social injustices and highlighted women’s 

struggles within restrictive environments. Contemporary writers have broadened the scope of women’s literature 

by addressing identity, globalization, feminism, and social justice. Their contributions have enriched Indian 

literature and created space for diverse female voices. The journey from silence and marginalization to confidence 

and creative freedom represents one of the most important developments in modern literary history. 

Conclusion: - 

This transformation of women writers from the post-independence era to the contemporary era is a major 

milestone for all women there. This evolution also reflects the conditions, sufferings, and struggles of women. 

How women have faced challenges, breaking stereotypes, gender discrimination, identity crisis, social taboos, 

traditional trauma, etc over the period. From the post-independence era to the contemporary digital era, female 

writers are changing their writing perceptions, thought processes, and styles. From the 1950s to the 1960s, women 

writers were fighting for the establishment of their voices. After that, in the 1980s and 1990s, female writers raised 

their voices for the feminist movement. By the 2000s, globalization and liberalization had initiated a shift in 

female literature toward that. After that, in contemporary issues such as economic knowledge and socio-political 

background, women writers have raised their voices. Nowadays, modern contemporary female writers are also 

much more vocal about their feelings, urban issues like anxiety, sexuality, identity crisis, digital harassment, etc. 

After so many years and decades of patriarchy dominance, now women’s writers are breaking their silences and 

traditional taboos as well. In this contemporary revolution of women writers are breaking stereotypes about 

societal trauma. From the post-independence era to the contemporary era, women writers have had a great impact 

on the country. Without female writers, we cannot imagine a progressive society and country. Their contribution 

to the literary shift and to women overall is a very significant milestone. This evolution of women writers has 

shown a shift from the margins to mainstream literature. Women writers have gained knowledge, cultural thought 
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processes, discipline, and intellectual rigor, which have been passed down from generation to generation 

throughout the period. This study will trace the evolution of Indian women writers, from their beginnings to 

becoming central figures in the country. This transformation has shown the powerful truth of becoming strong, 

modern, independent Indian women. The resilience of North East women writers’ communities and the interest in 

indigenous works present opportunities for preservation and revival. Promoting their cultural education, 

supporting community-led documentation efforts, and integrating traditional knowledge into development 

initiatives can help safeguard these literary traditions for future generations. The Indian women writers’ 

community’s work is an invaluable cultural and educational asset that embodies progressiveness, identity, and 

heritage. This study underscores that understanding and preserving this writing tradition is essential not only for 

protecting cultural diversity but also for enriching broader discussions on literary power systems, indigenous 

knowledge, and cultural resilience. This case study reaffirms the importance of recognizing women writers as 

living examples who deserve scholarly attention, policy support, and cultural respect. 
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